








ACCESSORY DWELLING UNIT (ADU): means a subordinate dwelling unit attached to, 
created within or detached from the principal Dwelling, Single Detached, where both dwelling 
units are located on the same parcel.  Accessory Dwelling Units include Secondary Suites, Suites 
within a Building, and Garden Suites.  

 
SECONDARY SUITE: means a subordinate dwelling unit located within or attached to a 
Dwelling, Single Detached. 
 
SUITE WITHIN A BUILDING: means a subordinate dwelling unit within or attached to 
a building other than the principal Dwelling, Single Detached. 
 
GARDEN SUITE: means a detached dwelling unit which is smaller than the principal 
Dwelling, Single Detached and is located on the same lot in close proximity to the principal 
dwelling and shall constitute part of the total allowed floor area for accessory buildings and 
total number of accessory buildings allowed according to the applicable land use district.  

 
Accessory Dwelling Units: 
 
      28.4 Accessory Dwelling Units: 

28.4.1 All Accessory Dwelling Units shall be constructed on a permanent 
foundation. 

28.4.2 A lot shall be limited to one Accessory Dwelling Unit, unless the lot is 
approved for two principal Dwellings, Single Detached. 

28.4.3 An Accessory Dwelling Unit: 

(a) may be allowed within a Dwelling, Single Detached, within a building 
other than the principal dwelling, or as a detached Garden Suite; 

(b) shall be subordinate to a principal dwelling; 
(c) shall comply with the height and setback regulations in the applicable 

land use district, except where otherwise permitted in this bylaw; 
(d) shall conform to architectural guidelines and instruments registered on 

title; 
(e) shall have a minimum floor area of not less than 36.00 sq. m. (387.49 

sq. ft.)  
(f) shall contain at least two rooms and includes sleeping, sanitary, and 

cooking facilities; 
(g) shall comply with the Alberta Building Code; 
(h) shall provide a minimum of one dedicated on-site parking stall in 

accordance with Section 30 of this bylaw; 
(i) shall have adequate sanitary sewer servicing consisting of either: 

(i) a Private Sewage Treatment System; or 
(ii) connection to a piped communal collection system;  

(j) shall have adequate water servicing consisting of either: 



(i) a groundwater well  with confirmation of no interference with 
existing local wells; or 

(ii) connection to a piped communal distribution system;  
(k) shall have a distinct municipal address to facilitate accurate emergency 

response. 
28.4.4 The maximum allowable habitable floor area of an Accessory Dwelling 

Unit shall be determined based on all storeys, including basements but 
excluding the garage area and common areas of egress, and shall be the 
lesser of the following: 

(a) 110.00 sq. m. (1184.00 sq. ft.) with a maximum of 2 bedrooms for a 
Secondary Suite: 

(b) 110.00 sq. m. (1184.00 sq. ft.) for a Suite within a Building or a 
Garden Suite; or 

(c) 80% of the principal dwelling (calculated using all storeys, excluding 
the garage area and common areas of egress).  

  This regulation applies, notwithstanding that the definition of Floor 
Area excludes basements in Section 8 

     28.4.5              A Suite within a Building: 
 

(a) shall be considered part of the total building area of accessory 
buildings, and  

(b) where an ADU is wholly or partially located above a garage or similar 
portion of an accessory building, the ADU portion of the building shall 
not exceed 8.00 m. (26.24 ft.) in height, unless otherwise allowed in 
this bylaw. Height restrictions on the remainder of the accessory 
building will be governed by the regulations in the applicable land use 
district. 

28.4.6 A Garden Suite:  
(a) shall not exceed 5.50 m. (18.04 ft.) in height; 
(b) shall not be a Dwelling, Mobile Home; and 
(c) shall be considered an accessory building for the purposes of the total 

allowable number of accessory buildings and total building area.. 
28.4.7 In considering a Development Permit application for Accessory Dwelling 

Units the Development Authority may consider such factors as: 
(a) any significant adverse impacts on the adjacent properties and 

dwellings (for example, drainage, fire protection, access, sun shadow, 
view sheds, etc); 

(b) the architectural character of the Accessory Dwelling Unit, including: 
(i) the similarity of the Accessory Dwelling Unit to the principal 

dwelling in architectural design, character, and appearance by 
use, for example, of the same exterior wall materials, window 
types, door and window trims, roofing materials, and roof 
pitch; 



(ii) in the case of a Secondary Suite, the use of design strategies 
that minimize structural changes to the exterior of the principal 
dwelling, so that it maintains the appearance of a single 
dwelling; and 

(iii) the availability of an indoor storage area for use of the residents 
of the Accessory Dwelling Unit. 

(c) site design features, including: 
(i) the location of the Accessory Dwelling Unit, with preference for 

its close proximity to the principal dwelling so as to appear as a 
related building, and is not located directly between the road and 
the principal dwelling; 

(ii) the use of a shared approach;  
(iii) the availability of outdoor yard space that is useful for the 

residents of the Accessory Dwelling Unit; and  
(iv) the need for landscaping or screening to provide privacy 

between the Accessory Dwelling Unit and adjacent properties 
and dwellings; 

(d) the use of water conservation measures such as low-flow toilets, 
shower heads and other water conserving devices; and  

(e) such other considerations as the Development Authority may deem to 
be relevant. 

28.4.8 Existing Unpermitted Accessory Dwelling Units: 
At the discretion of the County, the Development Authority may issue a 
Development Permit for an oversized Accessory Dwelling Unit, if: 

(a) the Accessory dwelling unit existed prior to the date of the adoption of 
these regulations; 

(b) the width, length, and floor area of the Accessory dwelling unit is no 
more than 25% greater than the permitted size in Sections 28.4.5, 
28.4.6, and 28.4.7; and  

(c) a Development Permit application has been received by one year from 
date of adoption which was July 21, 2009.  

 
In districts RF, RF-2, RF-3, and AH, as a Permitted Use: 

Accessory Dwelling Unit (may be a Secondary Suite, a Suite within a Building, or a Garden 
Suite) 

 
In districts F, R-1, R-2, and R-3, as a Discretionary Use: 

Accessory Dwelling Unit (may be a Secondary Suite, a Suite within a Building, or a Garden 
Suite) 

 
In districts RF, RF-2, and RF-3, as a Discretionary Use: 

A second Accessory Dwelling Unit, not including a Garden Suite (for the purposes of 
family care or farm help, and when associated with a second Dwelling, Single Detached). 













Development Permit Checklist 
 

 

The following information must be included with your application.  Without it, your application will be considered 
incomplete, and it will not be processed until it has been supplied. 

 APPLICATION FEE  
 See Development Permit Fee Schedule. 

 CURRENT COPY OF THE CERTIFICATE OF TITLE INCLUDING NON-FINANCIAL CAVEATS AND 
COVENANTS REGISTERED ON THE TITLE 

 Searched within 30 days prior to the application, the copy of the title may be obtained from any Provincial 
Registry Office. 

 SITE PLAN OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 
 Showing all dimensions and setbacks – refer to the example in this package. 
  Please show all slopes steeper than 15% 

 APPLICATION FORM(S) 
The form is to be completed in full and signed by the registered owner of the land and/or the person authorized 
to act on their behalf (if any). 

 AUTHORIZATION FROM REGISTERED OWNER 
Provided either by signing the Development Permit Application or an attached letter from owner giving 
authorization.  

 AFFIDAVIT, LETTER, AND/OR COMPANY SEAL 
Required when the registered owner shown on the title of the property is listed as a Company and if you do not 
have a Company Seal granting you authorization to legally act on behalf of the Company.  Have letter 
Commissioned.  If you have a Company Seal, please affix seal to every place that your signature is required, 
including Letter of Authorization. 
 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 
   

 PARCEL INFORMATION AND LAND USE MAPS 

 LAND USE DESIGNATION _________________________________________________________________ 

 PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT _______________________________________________________________ 

 AIR PHOTO  

 CONCEPT PLAN/ASP INFO    Which one? ____________________________________________________ 
           Print off any relevant sections of the ASP/Cp's in regards to the above 

 PRE-APPLICATION MEETING/AIMTRAC NOTES 
           If applicable, provide a copy of any notes if a pre-app meeting was held before application was received  
 

 Road Type Bylaw Proposed 

Front Yard Setback Minimum    

Side Yard Setback Minimum    

Rear Yard Setback Minimum    

Height Maximum    

Principal Building Size    

 ADMINISTRATION MUST VERIFY APPLICATION IS COMPLETE AND ACCURATE 
Comments 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                          __________________________________ 
                     Staff's Signature 
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